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2021
MARCH
“O Brave New World” will be
shared amongst you.

JUNE 1 - 4
CATS
Sinden Theatre

APRIL
The KDA Radio plays will be
judged and winners announced

TODS are always looking for ideas for
future productions. If there is a show or
play that you would love to see us do,
don’t be shy, drop us a note.
Perhaps you fancy directing? Don’t be
afraid, you will get all the support you
could possibly need. Drop us a note to
productions@tods.me.uk or call one of
the committee.
Please contribute to the newsletter. If
you see something that you think might
amuse or be of interest to others, please
share it by sending an email to
newsletter@tods.me.uk.

NOVEMBER
Hopefully rehearsals for CATS will
commence. To be confirmed
2022
FEBRUARY
We are hoping to get something
organised - watch this space.
Well, if not this space, a space
very similar in the future!

CONTACT TODS AT:
Secretary:
contact@tods.me.uk
Website:
website@tods.me.uk
Newsletter:
newsletter@tods.me.uk
Social Media: social@tods.me.uk
Productions: productions@tods.me.uk
FOLLOW TODS AT:
Website:
www.tods.me.uk
Instagram:
@tenterden_drama
Facebook Page:
@TenterdenDrama
Facebook Group: @TenterdenODS
Twitter:
@TenterdenDrama
Write to:
The Chairperson, TODS, “The Roundels”, Grange Road, Tenterden, TN30 6EE

WELCOME

WELCOME

Welcome to the last newsletter in its current format. Yes sadly I have decided to step
down as editor of the TODS newsletter. I feel it is time to hang up my quill, and rest my
spell checker. After three years of this rubbish you deserve something meaningful and
insightful. I started doing the newsletter back in April 2018, and during the last three years
I have had the enormous privilege of communicating with many of you, and persuading
some of you to reveal all. Others have contributed anecdotes, jokes, or photos and I have
been happy to take the credit or the blame. I have enjoyed some great feedback, thank
you, it was very much appreciated, I will miss doing it. In three years we have produced 32
issues, but sadly Covid rather killed theatre news in the last twelve months, the only news
being that there wasn’t any; but a return to something approaching normality is just
around the corner, (fingers crossed) and your new editor will I am sure have much to tell
you in the near future. I will of course be keeping an eye on what is going on, and hope to
see some of you at a show or social event. Thank you for being there. - Barry x

A note from the chair…
I do hope you are well and continuing to cope with this situation. At last we have Spring in
the air, and the prospect of getting out and about, meeting friends and even going to pubs
in the near future!
Looking forward to seeing everyone and getting together again when we can do so safely.
Meanwhile, I’m off for my jab today - hurrah!
A huge thanks must go to the wonderful Barry Thomas for all of his hard work and
dedication in producing this newsletter for the past three years. It has been much
appreciated by us all, especially as he did it all from Oop North!
Thank you Barry, and we hope to continue seeing you at our productions, and of course
your unmissable quizzes!
Much love from Heather Barnes, your chairperson, and all of the committee.

ACT TWO
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THIS IS THEIR LIFE (Cont)

SNIPPETS
Register
The warmest best wishes from
TODS to the following folk who
have birthdays in March
● Emma Priest

9th March

If you would like a birthday or
anniversary acknowledged in
these pages send an email to
newsletter@tods.me.uk
As most of you know already we lost our dear friend, treasurer of 40 years and loyal TODS
member to cancer last October. Michael is missed by so many of us whose lives he
enhanced as well as by TODS for the hard work he put in for years on our behalf.We would
very much like to place a memorial bench on Benenden village green, in sight of Angela
and Michael's house and adjacent to the village hall where he performed in many village
pantos.The committee have agreed to make a donation towards the bench and want to
give others the opportunity to do so as well.
When we are "unlocked" I know that Angela and the rest of the family are planning a
memorial for Michael and we could hopefully christen the bench on that day too. If you
would like to contribute please do so by bank transfer to TODS Acc. 01730399 sort code
30-90-28 and referenced MP Bench.
Or by cheque payable to: Tenterden Operatic and Dramatic Society, C/O Treasurer TODS
The Coach House, Golden Square, Tenterden, TN30 6RR
Our thanks to Fiona Murch for her efforts in organising the bench, and writing this piece.
As April 1st approaches…………Some historians speculate that April Fools’ Day dates back to
1582, when France switched from the Julian calendar to the Gregorian calendar, as called for
by the Council of Trent in 1563. People who were slow to get the news or failed to recognize
that the start of the new year had moved to January 1 and continued to celebrate it during the
last week of March through April 1, became the butt of jokes and hoaxes. These pranks
included having paper fish placed on their backs and being referred to as poisson d’avril (April
fish), said to symbolize a young, “easily hooked” fish and a gullible person.

Continued……As to favourite parts: the patricidal killer in ‘Snake in the Grass’; the matricidal
killer in ‘The Beauty Queen of Leenane’ (I’m beginning to think I’ve been typecast) and the
hapless nurse Angela in ‘Abigail’s Party’ whose CPR skills contribute to her neighbour’s death
(definitely typecast). Truvy in ‘Steel Magnolias’ and Madame Arcati in ‘Blithe Spirit’ were
also a lot of fun. And on the directing front: ‘The Odd Couple’ for Charing and ‘The House
of Bernarda Alba’ for TODS – a beautiful set, a beautiful cast of 14 exceptionally talented
women and a wonderful backstage team. What more could you ask for?
Life has been a bit quieter on the drama front for the last few years but busy in other ways;
I’ve taken up pottery, am learning the piano again, am reading, walking and gardening and
(before COVID-19) playing badminton doubles (‘playing’ may be a slight exaggeration) with
Neal, Kay and Fitzy; a sociable activity that concludes with a cheese toastie in the Fat Ox to
replenish all those lost calories!
I hope 2021 will be a kinder year for us all.
I nominate Natalie Cheese for the next edition.
Whether this feature will continue under the new stewardship remains to be seen,
but I would like to thank all the past contributors.

Angela Patrick
Raymond Crawfurd
Heather Coles
Ian Klemen
Brian Fagg
Fiona Murch
Michael Patrick
Peter Huxley
Monika Green
Chloe Swan
Steve Coles
Jane Barton
Susanne Buckley
Charlotte M-Jones
Barbara Gray

Joan Ede
Sally Klemen
Olive Neal
Julia Jessett
Jackie Whiles
Vern Reeve
Bob Percival
Claire Merrifield
Iris Scandrett
Barry Thomas
Tina Gallagher
David Waters
David Richardson
Kay Fitzgerald
Karen Wright

I think the new editor has plans to introduce a quiz section of “Guess Who” or “Guess the
play”, so watch out for that, sounds good. - Wish I’d thought of it.

INTERVAL
Your Committee
President
Raymond Crawfurd
Vice President
Brian Fagg
Chairman
Heather Barnes
Vice chairman
Louisa Nelson Chambers
Hon Secretary
Fiona Edwards
Hon Treasurer
Steve Bowen
Committee officers
Peter Huxley (technical and store),
Marion Woolley (childrens’ safeguarding and publicity),
George Marks (Facebook, graphic design of print, publicity)

Your committee has been trying hard, in these very trying times, to keep the TODS boat
afloat, meeting regularly via the new norm of Zoom. With so much uncertainty around
the Covid pandemic, and the first priority of keeping everyone safe it has been necessary
to move the dates of performances and rehearsals. CATS is such a mammoth task for
all concerned whether cast or crew, it’s going to require a huge amount of time and
effort to get it staged. However, there is now light at the end of the tunnel and if as
hoped the virus becomes less virulent thanks to our sacrifices and of course the
vaccinations, there is every possibility that rehearsals will commence in November, and
the show will be performed 1st -4th of June next year. We are keeping a close eye on
things, and will let you know more as things go along. In addition, the committee is
considering ways of getting everyone together, possibly in February. This might be a
small production, a members evening, a variety show, a one act play, or even a quiz.
Again decisions will be made soon, but rest assured your committee is on the case.
Should you have any ideas of what you would like to see, don’t hesitate in contacting
one of the above. The contact details are on the back page.

DRESS CIRCLE
THIS IS THEIR LIFE
From this vantage point up in the Gods we are able to look down upon the TODS community.
This month we take a look at Karen Wright
How do you follow Kay’s fascinating life story? With difficulty, I’m afraid – my only claims to
fame are my glasses appearing on the Tonight programme on BBC1 in 1977 and a two-second
appearance on Big Cats about the House on BBC2 in 2018 (unfortunately, biting my nails at
the time).
I would like to say I can remember my first foray into acting, but sadly I can’t – it was probably
a Nativity Play in 1970. I certainly wasn’t Mary – that part would have gone to my best friend
Lynsey Haines – the same Lynsey Haines I might add who was chosen to read the war poem
on the Tonight programme instead of me (actually, I think she ended up on the cutting room
floor – shame!).
I did a fair bit of drama at secondary school in Bicester in Oxfordshire: a female version of
‘Waiting for Godot’ with me playing Vladimir and guess who, Lynsey Haines, playing Estragon;
Cynthia in ‘The Real Inspector Hound’ and Mrs Rafi in Edward Bond’s ‘The Sea’. And there is
no doubt I loved acting, but the trouble was I always wanted to be in the end of year school
musical. Unfortunately, I sound like a strangled cat when I sing as evidenced by my bombing
on stage during a rendition of Little Jimmy Osmond’s ‘Long Haired Lover from Liverpool’ when
I was 12 (sadly witnessed by my new best friend Moira who, to this day, revels in reminding
me of that career defining moment).
University in Leeds followed school and I did appear in a Joe Orton play in my first year but
quickly gave up acting in favour of beer, parties, and men (probably not in that order!). I was
there at a time when Alistair McGowan seemed to be in every production and Jay Rayner
played a Kit Kat girl in ‘Cabaret’. I wonder where they are now.
I moved to London in 1987, met my partner Neal and worked in the healthcare sector for 27
years before giving it all up to become a gardener at The Big Cat Sanctuary in 2014, swapping
a desk and a headache for a spade and fresh air. It is a joy to go to work now; no more two-hour
commutes – instead a 15-minute hop from our home in Hothfield and the chance to stare at
tigers all day!
And as for acting? Well, I was ‘resting’ for 24 years until I braved the warmly welcoming doors
of both the Charing Guild of Players in 2008 and TODS in 2009 and made up for lost time by
appearing in as many productions as I could over the next few years. I also discovered directing
and have so far been let loose on two of our Kent Drama Festival entries and a comedy and
radio play at Charing.
Continued in Act 2

STAGE RIGHT

STAGE LEFT

My grateful thanks to Jane Barton who kindly shared this news cutting and photos of
Tenterden Players production of Pygmalion, from 1950! They were sent to her by a
friend whose Godmother, Moira Townsend, played Eliza Doolittle. My apologies for
poor layout and clarity, due entirely to my lack of technical ability. If you are unable to
read the text of the cutting let me know and I will send it to you.

Pygmalion is a play by George Bernard Shaw, named after
a Greek mythological figure. It was first presented on
stage to the public in 1913. In ancient Greek mythology,
Pygmalion fell in love with one of his sculptures, which
then came to life. The general idea of that myth was a
popular subject for Victorian era British playwrights.
My thanks to Wikipedia..

