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about ‘bed’
I’m very pleased to be offered this project by TODS.  After the ‘Carry On’ comedy of
Habeas Corpus, it’ll be interesting to produce such a contrasting play.  This is what some
of the press has said about it:

“a wonderful mix of surrealism and naturalism”
“an extraordinarily gifted and original voice”
“showcases his exuberance for writing in this witty and poignant play”
“an odd, harrowing and hilarious piece"
“broad humour, dry wit and often shudderingly moving poetry”

‘Bed’ is by Jim Cartwright. His plays are consistently performed around the world, where 
they have won numerous awards, and been translated into 30 languages. Well known for
‘Road’ and ‘Little Voice’ (among many others), Cartwright is highly acclaimed by The Royal
National Theatre and the Royal Court.

‘Bed’ is a surreal exploration of life and dreams – of old age and death. Seven elderly 
people are trying to get to sleep, but constantly being kept awake by their memories. 
This unique piece of theatre is greatly challenging for the actors, using strange words and
phrases and some long poetic speeches. 

For the audience, it can be a fascinating visit to the twilight zone between sleep and
dreams, where we hear about a significant part of each of their lives – some funny and
some quite sad.  

I produced this play with Masquerade back in 1994, with my son Danny directing – and 
a cast mostly in their early twenties. The production won many personal awards as well
as Best Presentation and Best Production in six drama festivals in six different theatres –
and finishing as Runner-up in The All England Festival. 

For this production, we aren’t attempting to win any trophies. However, it will be a great 
challenge for everybody involved – it’s not an easy piece, but will certainly be a lot of fun
and extremely satisfying working on it together.

The characters are difficult to define without writing lengthy individual essays, which to
be honest, would just my personal take on them. The fascinating thing for the cast of 
‘Bed’ is discovering for themselves who they are portraying!

David Waters
01580 761359 / davidwaters4@gmail.com



schedule 
’Bed’ will have a few introductory readings in June, with a break for the holiday
season (when you can start learning your lines!) Serious rehearsals will be in 
September and October with three performances on Thu 31st Oct, Fri 1st & Sat
2nd November at The Town Hall in Tenterden.

characters
All the characters are old, or appear to be.  The parts are fairly even, in terms of size,
except for Sermon Head who may have the most to say.  We don’t know how they 
became what they are today, except what we hear in their solo speeches – where we
learn about an incident in their lives. Characterisations can be slightly larger than life.

Captain
An old sea-dog.  An adventurer, devil-may-care sea-Captain who recalls a terrible
storm and a shipwreck. A cross between Long John Silver and Captain Birds-Eye!

Charles
A jolly gentleman and motoring enthusiast who takes us on a joy-ride through the 
English countryside in his treasured old car. Reminiscent of Mr Toad of Toad Hall!

Bosom Lady
An ex music-hall entertainer with a colourful, exciting past on the stage. In her time a
‘star’ but then faded and forgotten. She leads us into an unexpected song.

Marjorie
A sad lady, ignored by her husband but loyal to him nonetheless. Her story of her lost
child is so very sad and in terms of this play will leave our audience in tears.  

Spinster
A ‘Lady’ of some standing and a church-goer, who has been alone most of her life. 
She is house-proud and particular and like everything in it’s proper place.

The Couple
A quiet husband and wife totally devoted to each other; they have become isolated
from the rest of the world, doing everything together with true love and devotion.

Sermon Head
This character is a head without a body. He (or she) rants insanely in a series of mad
random speeches. He (or she) is the nagging voice that stops us from sleeping.  
A demanding role, but with no moves to remember!

“Life is a journey from the cradle to the grave; and the journey is our destiny. 
It’s sometimes an uphill struggle; other times the going is smooth.  But whichever it is, 

every step along the way can be reflected symbolically in a dream.”


