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HOUSE

2018
Tuesday 11th DECEMBER & Thursday
13th DECEMBER
DEATH MOUNTAIN - AUDITIONS
2019
21st - 23rd FEBRUARY
FOLLIES
Sinden Theatre
Tenterden

EDITION 1812

2019 (cont)
OCTOBER
HOUNDS OF THE BASKERVILLES
Tenterden Town Hall
16th NOVEMBER
TODS BIG QUIZ
Tenterden Town Hall
2020

16th MARCH
DEATH MOUNTAIN
In The Woolpack Barn

MAY
GOODNIGHT MR TOM
Sinden Theatre

23rd - 25th May
HABEUS CORPUS
Tenterden Town Hall

OCTOBER
I AM A CAMERA
Tenterden Town Hall
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Call us on 01580 241966 or write to The Secretary, TODS, Holly Cottage,
Orchard Court, The Street, Benenden, Kent. TN17 4DE

WELCOME

WELCOME
TODS wish all friends,
members and supporters
a Merry Christmas and a
happy, healthy and joyful
new year.

A FEW THOUGHTS FROM OUR CHAIRMAN:
Our final event of the year, the Quiz last Saturday November 27th, was most enjoyable and a great
success and many thanks to Barry Thomas who masterminds it and repeating Barry’s thanks also
to John Sewell and Joanna for all their help. Next year’s Quiz has already been booked for
November 16th 2019 so you have a year to prepare for it!
We have several events to look forward to over the next year starting with the Murder Mystery
– ‘Death Mountain’- next March, linked with the Big Wrap Charity, so do come along and support
the auditions on December 11th and 13th.
‘Follies’ rehearsals are progressing well and it promises to be a great show at The Sinden Theatre
next February. Although it seems some way in the future please start to publicise the show among
your families and friends.
We are very pleased to welcome three new directors to TODS – see the details in Future Plans
section – and I hope they will enjoy working with us in directing their chosen plays. We are also
pleased to welcome back Louisa Nelson Chambers, who is directing ‘Follies’, with her choice of
‘I am a Camera’ in October 2020.
As 2018 draws to a close and TODS celebrates 60 years of productions I would like to thank all
the past members, patrons, actors, backstage crews, musicians, photographers and especially
the audiences for all their support over the years and hope we have a vibrant and successful
future.
It just remains for me to wish you all a very, very happy Christmas and wonderful 2019.

ACT TWO

ACT ONE

FUTURE PLANS

SNIPPETS
The new TODS website is being developed and it is hoped
it will go live mid-December. Suzanne would like to include
quotes from members about their experiences with TODS.
The warmest best wishes from
Perhaps you have memories of a particular production or
TODS to the following folk who
event that you would like to share. Your contribution would
have birthdays in December.
appear in the home page of the website. This sort of
content adds a nice friendly touch to what can be a rather
Ian Klemen - 1st
formal format. The website is intended to provide current
Julia Jessett - 2ⁿd
information for members, and also give a broad over-view Charlotte Maughan-Jones 14th
for interested prospective new members. If you have any
suggestions, please email Suzanne at social@tods.me.uk

Register

Your Committee
Michael
& Angela
Patrick
have
served
on the
TODS
committee
for many& years,
as
Show
dates:
31st January
2019
- 3rd
February
2019
Matinees
2nd February
3rd February
treasurer and secretary respectively. Both have shown extraordinary devotion and
loyalty to the society and steered it through good and lean times. Sadly, but
understandably, both have decided to step down at the next AGM in June. Hence two
very important positions will become vacant. Such is their commitment to the
continued smooth running of the society that they wish to train and mentor
replacements. If you would be interested in taking on one of these roles you are invited
to apply by email to: contact@tods.me.uk or call 01580 241966. The successful
applicants will shadow Michael & Angela until June, thus ensuring a seamless handover.

Obituary
Elizabeth Champion.
The members and friends of TODS will be very sad to hear of the death of Elizabeth
(Liz) Champion on Tuesday November 27th. Liz and her husband Roger were for many
years Patrons of TODS. They were very loyal supporters of the society attending many
of the productions over this time. We would like to send our deepest sympathy to
Roger and all her family at this very sad time.

Your committee has been busy behind the scenes, as always, deciding on suitable
future productions. Thank you to everybody who submitted ideas and volunteered to
direct. If you were unsuccessful this time, please watch this space for future
opportunities. Just look at what is in the pipeline:
May 2019 - Habeus Corpus, Directed by
David Waters, 23rd - 25th May 2019
Mismanaged lust - mistaken identity dropped trousers...'Habeas Corpus' has
all the ingredients of a classic farce,
spiced with the warmth and humanity of
Alan Bennett's razor-sharp wit.
This is TODS entry into the 2019 KDA
Festival. Watch this space for more
information and the audition notice

October 2019 - The Hounds of the Baskervilles, Directed by Geoff Down.
Sherlock Holmes and Dr Watson investigate the legend of a supernatural hound, a
beast that may be stalking a young heir on the fog-shrouded moorland that makes up
his estate.
May 2020 - Goodnight Mr Tom by David Wood & Michelle Magorian, Directed by Tony
Powell. To be staged in The Sinden Theatre.
“One of the most uplifting stories ever written” Set during the dark and dangerous
build-up to the Second World War, Goodnight Mister Tom follows sad young William
Beech, who is evacuated to the idyllic English countryside.
Goodnight Mr Tom will see TODS branch back into youth theatre as we will be looking
to cast children as well as adults.
October 2020 - I Am A Camera by John Van Druten, Directed by Louisa Nelson
Chambers
The February 2020 musical is still to be decided within the next few months.

INTERVAL
COMMERCIALS
The talented Ciara CrossleyRoberts who was the MD for our
“For King & Country” production is
working with Egerton Players. Go
along and show your support for
what is sure to be a lovely show
Ian Klemen - 1st

Benenden Players
The Legend of King Arthur
Show dates: 31st January 2019 - 3rd February 2019 Matinees 2nd February & 3rd February
Yet another World Famous Benenden Panto, The Legend of King Arthur takes place in Kent
(Camelot and all that Tintagel nonsense is merely shameless cultural appropriation by
Cornwall). We see Arthur being brought up by his 2 Aunts (Nelly & Nora Knockers), with his
friends Guin and Merlin, facing peril from the evil Major Bragalot. Bragalot is deeply envious
of Arthur, particularly when he learns from the village crone that Arthur is destined to be king
hereafter. But his evil plans are thwarted by 3 feisty witches, who ensure that Arthur grows
up safely. As an adult Arthur manages to prove his rightful inheritance, but he still has to face
up to Bragalot, his nemesis. Will he secure his crown and the lovely Guinevere? Will his Nelly
& Nora get the men of their dreams?? Will anyone pay their taxes in full before the Tax
Inspector (portrayed by our Angela Patrick) catches up with them???

DON’T FORGET

DRESS CIRCLE
THIS IS THEIR LIFE
From this vantage point up in the Gods we are able to look down upon the TODS community.
This month we take a look at Peter Huxley our head of set design/build.
I was born after the Second World War in Essex, although the area has now been
absorbed into London, but I am old enough to have sat the 11+, following which I went to
Colfe’s Grammar School in Lewisham. I was an undistinguished student although I did well
enough to be accepted by the RAF for training as an officer, which I discovered was an
unsuitable position for me; a view with which the RAF was inclined to agree! I subsequently
took on a number of jobs which varied quite a lot and moved around a little until 17 years
ago I started working as a handyman whilst living in Dorset.
In all that time I’ve had technical interests rather than academic, although I read all the time
including a variety of fiction, from Agatha Christie to Terry Pratchett. I once had a small club
racing car but it was very uncompetitive and without the money to get a top car, took up
another interest as a hobby which was photography. I still dabble but only with film as I like
the feel of it and understand it more than I do computers. I call it dabbling but I usually have
a camera with me or in the car so I can grab a shot of something interesting, particularly
landscapes.
My main interest though, since I was ten years old has been aviation, and I used to frequent
air shows, especially when they included piston-engined rather than jet aircraft. However
24 years ago I obtained my pilot’s licence and have flown regularly since then, simply for
the joy of getting airborne and seeing the world in a different way. Fifteen years ago, when
I lived in Dorset, I started a syndicate with three of us buying an aeroplane and sharing the
costs. Flying will never be really cheap but shared ownership certainly makes it more
affordable.
When I moved back to Kent I took time to establish my handyman business and then started
looking again. It took a while but I now have a share in another aeroplane group, based at
Headcorn. So far I’ve only flown around the South of England but plan to go further next
year.
I joined TODS six years ago, not with the intention of being a star but I thought I might be
able to help backstage and use some of my abilities with woodworking. Much of the
set-building for shows is quite straightforward, assembling flats into a three-sided box which
is then decorated as a room. Often, more is required such as French Windows or garden
gates, even on one occasion making a skylight through which the hero had to climb down
on a rope ladder. I have made some brief appearances in the limelight and will do so in the
future but my main interest is still the technical side, helping directors achieve their vision.
Nominated for our January Newsletter bio is: Monica Green

STAGE RIGHT

STAGE LEFT

FOLLIES

TODS BIG QUIZ

Rehearsals are progressing well, confidence is
high, the net result is that a matinee
performance has been added on the Saturday.
Congratulations to cast, band and crew, this is
such a dynamic show, and so full of energy that
two performances in one day is a tough call.
The band has been assembled by a TODS
newcomer Hugo Maughan about whom we will
learn more in due course - watch this space.
Behind the scenes the costumiers are busy. We
are pleased to welcome Beverley MosesMulroon and Angela Wright who have taken on
this mammoth task ably assisted by Angela
Patrick & Fiona Murch. The show dates and
times are as follows:
7:30pm Thu 21st Feb
7:30pm Fri 22nd Feb
2:30pm Sat 23rd Feb
7:30pm Sat 23rd Feb
The follies cast has now achieved a full run through of Act 1 and is working on the
songs/dances/blocking for Act 2. Tickets are on sale now, in person from Advantec
Computing, or in person/over the phone from The Sinden Theatre, or on line via:
https://www.ticketsource.co.uk/todsproductions

Got a camera?
Suzanne is looking for a happy snapper to help out with photography, specifically with
the Follies dress rehearsal/production photos as she is away in February. She needs
someone to come along to one or two of the Follies dress rehearsals on the 18th/19th
February to take some lovely action shots and some backstage shots too. If you can help
please email Suzanne at social@tods.me.uk

This years BIG QUIZ followed the same format as previous years, with questions and
answers appearing on the big screen, (well the back wall of the stage actually, which
John Sewell kindly painted earlier on the same day).
The questions were set with the aim of teams averaging 70% in each round, in which
event nobody feels too daft. In fact the average score was 77.5 so it seems that overall
the questions were not too difficult. The 3Fs (Felps, Fenton & Friends) lost the crown
they have worn for two years to “The Rusty Raquets”, a batty (sorry) team, comprising
stars of stage & scream, Michael, Kay, Colin, Karen, Neal, & Cherie. They scored an
impressive 89.5 (out of possible 100). They did particularly well in the “Capital Cities” &
“British Birds” rounds. Not too surprising considering the team consisted of air crew & a
bird watcher.
Every effort was made to include the more mature players in the interval music rounds
with artists such as Mario Lanza, Ella Fitzgerald, Sarah Vaughan, and The Platters,
among others, being among the answers. Sadly the more mature players were too busy
going to the loo, sucking on their fish & chips, and forgetting where they had put their
pencils. Regardless of these minor faults, the BIG QUIZ returns next year on November
16th, put it in your diary.
My very grateful thanks to John and his glamorous assistant Joanna for their help in
gathering in the answers and doing the scoring.

